Novanet Acquisitions/Serials Functional Contacts
Meeting #18
King’s College Conference Room – 1 October 2007 ;  1:00 p.m.


Present:  Linda Aiken (LAW), Helen Blanchard (MSVU), Karen Chandler (DAL Killam) , Kit Clarke (NSCAD) , Gail Fraser (DAL Kellogg) [recorder],  Marie Gillis (St.FX), Peter Glenister (MSVU), Paulette Lambert (King’s), Linda MacLeod (DAL Killam), Verna Mingo (NSAC), Bev Neable (NSCC), Terri Winchcombe (SMU) 
Speaker Phone:  Cathy Toomey (CBU) and Anne Marie MacKenzie (CBU)  
Regrets: Lloyd Melanson (AST)
Absent:  Amanda Sparks (DAL Sexton)
1.
Volunteer Minute Taker 

It was agreed by members that the recording of Minutes would be on a rotational basis and in alphabetical order by surname. Gail Fraser, who was next in rotation list (after Kit Clarke, who was late), recorded these Minutes.

2.
Agenda Approved 

Agenda approved with no additions.
3.
Minutes of previous meeting (#17, 25 June 2007) – approved with no additions.
4. 
Business arising from the previous minutes
Would WKK like to set up EDI ordering? Yes, with Midwest and eventually with Login Brothers.

WIKI – waiting for Amanda, to hear what she had learned (issues, benefits). Karen C. suggested a section for FAQ’s. Marie G. suggested Best Practices. Question about whether a WIKI or an updated Novanet ACQ/SER  page would suit our needs best. Committee agreed to:
a. send Marie our updated Serials checkin staff list before October 5th so that page can be updated

b. send Marie our updated Acq staff list before October 5th so this list can be added (or updated) on the Acq/Ser page.
c. Look at the “Web Links for ACQ/Ser staff” page before the end of October and recommend either dumping it or updating. 
We will also look at updating the Novanet Acq/Ser resource pages, particularly with regards to freshening up the Training documents for version 18. Think about how this can best be done.
Peter asked Bill about training documentation from other Aleph user sites. Harvard & MIT recommended.

Verna offered to forward templates she has created.
5.
New Business
a.   August NSOC meeting.  Transition to v.18 went smoothly. Discussion of 2007 Novanet Planning Day. If you have any ideas for what you would like to see & hear at the next one, forward to Marie. The next NSOC meeting (end of Nov) will likely focus on staffing for the Novanet office.
b.  Aleph 18: new features. If you find a report you would like to use but are not able to access it, send it along to Marie who will compile a list to send to Bill. Discussion of some anomalies people have noticed in  v.18. TW says the VAT amount is back & working as of v.18. 
c.   EDI. Linda MacL described a problem trying to send EDI orders by list instead of letter.  The problem has been identified and is fixed now & you can use the “send by list” or “send by letter” option .
If a library wants to set up EDI ordering, contact Marie. She and Bill will do the background work before the library can start ordering.

EDI invoicing: discussion of advantages, or not. TW offered to test EDI invoicing at SMU.

Linda MacL explained why EDI invoicing would not work with Killam’s Blackwell Collection Manager. (The problem is that no order number (ON) is put on the titles ordered on Collection Manager (CM). And if a unique ON were put in the order on CM, the same ON would have to be entered in the Aleph Acq module.  It is by means of the ON that the lines of the invoice match up with the orders in Aleph.)
d.Reports.  ARC (Aleph Reporting Center) Report Writer would be very expensive to purchase and we would still need staff with the skills and especially the time to dedicate to creating new reports.  It was suggested that reports which are available and working could be listed on the ACQ webpage.

Linda MacL mentioned a budget group code she routinely uses in order to more easily sort Killam’s spent year to date report for monographs & standing orders.

6. Other Business 

a. A URL check was done recently on the DLNET collection. There were only a very few broken urls reported. Cataloguing will be fixing these. The rest of the urls in Novanet will be checked this fall, one institution at a time, including the free urls (852 $bWWW $cNET). Bill said url checking will be done on a regular basis from now on.
b.Staffing of Novanet office. Discussion ensued, with several possible scenarios presented.

c. KC mentioned a new field  (as of v.18) in the general tab of an order, called Material Format. It is blank at this time with no options in the drop down box. Bill suggested looking at reports to see which ones use this field as a filter. Should the drop down list for this field be populated from the Material Format codes used in cataloguing (eg, BK for books)? Bill & Marie will look at it.  Another field causing concern is “Additional order no. 2” which is being automatically populated with the order number . Bill & Marie will also look at this field to see if it can be disabled.
d. Binding: some libraries are doing a lot less, with so many titles now available electronically, while others are still binding as usual. Perhaps once the Lars/Able binding interface is finally available, we won’t need it.

7.
Next Meeting:
To be decided later. Meeting adjourned 2:35 p.m.
