Novanet Acquisitions/Serials Functional Contacts
Meeting #19

Patrick Power Library Conference Room, Saint Mary’s University

Present: Linda Aiken (Dal Law), Karen Chandler (Dal Killam), Gail Fraser (Dal Kellogg), Marie Gillis (St.FX), Peter Glenister (MSVU)–recorder, Linda MacLeod (Dal Killam), Lloyd Melanson (AST), Pam Mobus-Chase (Novanet), B. Slauenwhite (Novanet), Terri Winchcombe (SMU)

Speakerphone: Verna Mingo (NSAC), Bev Neable (NSCC), Nick Sobol (CBU), Cathy Toomey (CBU)

Regrets: Helen Blanchard (MSVU), Kit Clarke (NSCAD), Paulette Lambert (King’s), Amanda Sparks (Dal Sexton)

1.
Recording secretary


P. Glenister (MSVU) was next in rotation.
 2.
Approval of agenda


The agenda was approved as distributed with the addition of 6.a. Novanet Day.

 3.
Approval of minutes of 1 Oct., 2007


The minutes of the 1 Oct., 2007 meeting were approved as distributed.

 4.
Business arising from the minutes


a.
Novanet Acquisitions/Serials webpage



1. Staff lists

M. Gillis will verify the Acquisitions Functional Contacts and Serials Checkin Staff lists information is current for the Novanet Office to post.


2. Web links
It was agreed that the Web links found at:http://novanet.ns.ca/member/member_acqser_links.html are no longer useful enough to warrant maintenance on the Novanet webpage and that that URL could be removed.



3. Standards and procedures/best practices

With reference to the e-mail from T. Winchcombe dated 9 Oct., 2007, it was agreed that there should be a review and exchange of local basic/best practices/procedures and training tips with the end of May 2008 as a target date for completion.

b.
EDI invoicing
B. Slauenwhite indicated that, following the last test of EDI, the difficulties were determined to lie with the vendors, Ebsco and Midwest. It is probably time to test with Aleph version 18 now that P. Mobus-Chase has joined the Novanet Office.

c.
Other


1. Material format

This option in the 2. General tab on the Order screen is currently unusable as is the Additional Order No. option.  M. Gillis indicated the Material Format was explained in the release notes for Aleph version 17 and intended for systems using Verde.
 5.
New business

a.
Aleph binding interface

B. Slauenwhite indicated that the licensing arrangements for the Ex Libris software might have altered since Aleph was selected by Novanet and he agreed to check the current pricing. He suggested that it would likely be helpful to post to the Aleph-list for other customer experience with either of the two potential Novanet binders, Wallaceburg (LARS) and Lehmann (Able).

b.
Bind-01 and Bind-02 reports
Running these reports will require Aleph table setup as described in the Aleph 18.01 manual. K. Chandler indicated that in order to use them fully a manual intervention to secure a subscription link would be necessary.


c.
Yearend procedures
L. MacLeod asked what options could limit or exclude orders by type (e.g. donations, special) and T. Winchcombe provided a demonstration using Open Annual Budget (acq-05) which provides those options.
It was agreed that the Yearend jobs to end fiscal 2007/8 should be run on 1 April, 2008 and for staff to wait to hear from B. Slauenwhite that the Acquisitions module is ready to resume regular use.
B. Slauenwhite indicated that EDI entries on 31 March, 2008 would not be transmitted until 1 April.

The Spent-Year-To-Date report has now been given by Novanet to Dalhousie Oracle staff to produce.
Individual libraries should notify the Acquisitions-list what reports they run for their own yearend use purposes.

 6.
Other business


a.
Novanet Day (17 April, 2008)

One possible topic is to what extent are the benefits of Novanet still worth its cost.


b.
Opening Expected Issues (serial-13)
T. Winchcombe asked if running this service was useful. B. Slauenwhite indicated that the cycle completion date is a variable option.

K. Chandler indicated that the deletion of the 853X prevents items being opened for cancelled subscriptions.


c.
Multi item orders
M. Gillis indicated that some single-item, monograph orders have been known to generate large number of items on completion of the order but the order log shows nothing unusual; she will report examples to the Acquisitions-list when this next occurs.


d.
Next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting could be determined following Novanet Day.

 7.
Adjournment

