                      Novanet Acquisitions/Serials Functional Contacts

                                                  Meeting #16        
 Patrick Power Library Conference Room   -   06 March 2007, 1:00 pm
Present:  Lloyd Melanson (AST), Linda MacLeod (Killam), Paulette Lambert (King’s), Allison Fulford (Sexton), Amanda Sparks (Sexton), Gail Fraser (Kellogg), Terri Winchcombe, Chair (SMU), Bill Slauenwhite (Novanet), Karen Chandler (Killam), Linda Aiken (Law) (recorder), Peter Glenister (MSVU), Wanda Colley (MSVU), Marie Gillis (StFX)

Speaker Phone:  Cathy Toomey (CBU), Verna Mingo (NSAC), Bev Neable (NSCC)
1 . Agenda – approved

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting (#15, 9 November 2006) – approved

3.  New Business

    (a) Co-chair March-July 2007

      Terri described the recent workload involved in chairing this committee, including many weeks trying to develop a “Spent Year-to-Date” report.  She asked for a helper with whom to share the load for the rest of her term (until July 2007).  Marie Gillis from St. FX graciously offered her assistance.  Karen Chandler thanked Marie for volunteering and also thanked Terri for all her efforts, past and present.
     (b) NSOC reps

      Terri suggested a new model for filling these positions on NSOC in that the person chosen as Proxy for a module would actually move into the committee Chair position at the start of a new NSOC term.  It would be understood that no one would repeat as Chair or Co/Chair for at least 3 years.   Our group approves of this plan; however, it needs formal approval at NSOC.

4.  Old business

     (a) Year end procedures

       There was discussion of the invoice complete check box and the recent program developed to uncheck these for all serials payments (does not include standing orders).   
                                                                                                                              P.2           

A couple of institutions (Killam and StFX) have been deliberately checking these boxes in order to release funds as year end approaches.  Nevertheless, Karen does appreciate the benefit of having all serial titles flip over with the past year’s encumbrances showing in the new fiscal year’s budgets, which happens if the box is unchecked.  It is easier to adjust these amounts than have to re-encumber every serial order individually however in the end we decided not to vary from the process of last year i.e. all budgets will open with zero amounts.
It was agreed that the Novanet Office would run year-end procedures on Monday Apr. 2 and would advise by e-mail when the process is complete.

    (b)  EDI

Some vendors are now set up for testing.  Killam is able to try out BNA Collection Manager and the point was made that once figure out the EDI set up for one vendor, others are usually similar.  With this in mind, Killam would like to try testing EDI ordering with Blackwells.   Mention was also made of the Ebsco invoice loader, which is also ready to go.  Terri offered to do some fact-finding about EDI at the upcoming ELUNA meeting in South Dakota.

    (c)  Spent Year to Date Report

     Terri and Ian have been working on this and Ian has developed a program that can derive some of the information but still not all of it.  It appears as though spent amounts for monographs are accurate (ie. what appears in Local Price is what we paid) but serial orders are problematic due, in part to all the financial information that migrated from GEAC for these orders.  Bill Slauenwhite advised that the only way to obtain accurate reports for serials might be to reorder each one, thereby breaking the link with past financial data attached to each.   It was also mentioned that by using Aleph reports Acq 02 and Acq03 you can get a fairly accurate picture of what you bought and then what you paid.  Marie will try Acq03 with some new serial orders.   Karen reminded the group about the list of working reports that we compiled in the fall and suggested that now might be a good time to update this list.
5.  Other business

     (a)  Library code prefixes – these were reviewed and seem to be standardized as follows:
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AST

A    for everything

CBU

C    for everything

Kellogg
W   for everything

Law

L           “

MSVU

M          “

NSAC

G          “

NSCAD
N          “

Killam

D   for budget     K   for vendor & currency

NSCC

CC  for everything

SMU

S     for everything

King’s

K for budget       V   for vendor       H    for currency
SFX

X for everything


Besides the standardized currency codes that have been approved we need to consider how currency rate codes would be used to update currencies.  There was some discussion of this and the way that applying explicit ratios on invoices overrides currency ratios. Gail Fraser volunteered to put these rate codes into the live database.
    (b)  Bill reminded all about Novanet Day on Apr. 27 at the Delta Halifax.
He also mentioned that new hardware, installed on Apr. 13-14 would provide another 1000GB of space.  This will allow the office to load Aleph v.18 in TEST so that we can see how our data looks in all the clients.   Bill hopes the live upgrade for v.18 can be done in July.   Bill doesn’t feel that the changes in the client will require any significant retraining.  He encourages us to look at the documentation for this version and v.17 in the Novanet documents section of the website.

   (c)  Wanda Colley inquired about the “create hold” feature as it applies to on order records.  Not many other libraries use this and there may be a problem getting automatic notification to work if you haven’t properly set e-mail addresses within the feature.

Meeting adjourned   2:45 pm 

